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What the Oakland Airport Connector (OAC) Means to Oakland

At the September 15 Public Works Committee meeting, a BART spokesperson declared that Oakland has no
stake in the OAC. Subsequent comments from BART and other regional agency staff reflected on the
environmental/traffic benefits of the project—but the benefits they cited are based on dubious ridership
assumptions and ignore the negative environmental effects of concrete construction.

Since the project’s costs began exploding, causing private partners to step away from a Public/Private
Partnership that would have cost $100 million less than the current proposal, no analysis has been done to see
if alternatives could provide the identified goals of supporting Oakland Airport growth, increasing BART
ridership, supporting local economic development and upgrading the successful AirBART system.

Oakland was specific in its support of the OAC
In 2001, Oakland’s Director of City Planning told BART:

“City Staff prefers the [OAC] along the Hegenberger Road median with two intermediate stations. …
this option would stimulate transit-oriented development and job creation within their immediate
vicinity.”

At the same time, the Council adopted a resolution that reflected their support because:

“An elevated system running on a guideway above traffic will reliably make the trip in less than half the
time it takes the AirBART shuttle. … intermediate stations will provide direct access to [OIA] and to
the regional BART system, thereby encouraging high quality transit oriented development near those
stops … [and] the [OAC] will increase ridership on the region’s existing transit systems.”

In 2009, none of this is true any longer.
 OAC travel times are within 1-2 minutes of BART’s 2020 AirBART projections, running at 16.3-19.3

minutes (or slower, depending on which technology is chosen).
 Intermediate stations have been removed, and BART has designed the system to make adding even one

additional station extremely unlikely.
 Projected ridership numbers have plummeted, based on revised airport use assumptions, making the

half-billion-dollar system not significantly better than a BRT solution that would cost 1/10 as much.
 The number of jobs projected to be created is small (689), especially for such an expensive project.

The money currently attached to the OAC project could fund a successful, self-supporting BRT solution while
freeing up hundreds of millions of transportation dollars for priority projects in Oakland and elsewhere in the
East Bay and the Bay Area.

A vote against the current OAC is a vote for:
 A Stronger Economy: A Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) connector would have intermediate stops, thus

supporting transit-oriented development, and it would be affordable to all Oakland residents.
 More Jobs: Reverting OAC funds to transit agencies would create more jobs than building the OAC.
 Better Transit: A BRT connector could be as fast as the OAC, and the money saved would stop

transit service cuts throughout the Bay Area.
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San Francisco Bay Area Rapid Transit District Written and Verbal Comments
Oakland Airport Connector 2-103 Received on the DEIR/DEIS
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San Francisco Bay Area Rapid Transit District Written and Verbal Comments
Oakland Airport Connector 2-109 Received on the DEIR/DEIS
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