
PROBLEM
STATEMENT

California’s transportation system places an unfair burden on low-income residents and
communities of color. It’s also the largest contributor to greenhouse gas emissions in
California.

Air Pollution: California has the worst air pollution in the U.S., with 40 counties violating
the Federal Clean Air Act.
Transportation Emissions: 80% of air pollutants and 50% of GHG emissions come from
transportation.

As Californians shift to zero-emission vehicles, the state's gasoline excise tax revenue is
expected to decline by 64% over the next decade.

Existing Funding Shortfall: The California Transportation Commission reports an existing
shortfall of $277 billion shortfall in transportation funding over the next ten years,
including a $50 billion shortfall for road maintenance.

Californians face high transportation costs.

Household Impact: Households spend 15% of their income on transportation. Families
with multiple children can spend up to $20,000 annually.
Inequitable Economic Burden: Under the current system, those who can least afford it pay
a higher percentage of their money on gasoline taxes when compared to wealthy drivers.

SOLUTION

AN EQUITABLE ROAD-USER CHARGE CAN:
Eliminate the gas tax and replace it with something better.
Fix roads and prioritize funding for transit, walking, and biking.
Incentivize electric vehicle affordability and infrastructure.
Help meet climate goals and create a more affordable,
accessible, and prosperous California.

F O R  M O R E  I N F O R M A T I O N  A B O U T  T H E  E Q U I T A B L E  R O A D - U S E R  C H A R G E ,  C O N T A C T  S O F I A @ C C A I R . O R G

https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/ghg-inventory-data
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/most-polluted-cities
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/news/california-moves-accelerate-100-new-zero-emission-vehicle-sales-2035/printable/print
https://www.lao.ca.gov/reports/2023/4821/ZEV-Impacts-on-Transportation-121323.pdf
https://www.lao.ca.gov/reports/2023/4821/ZEV-Impacts-on-Transportation-121323.pdf
https://catc.ca.gov/-/media/ctc-media/documents/ctc-committees/road-charge/2024-11/tab-07-status-update-draft-state-local-needs-assessment.pdf
https://www.ppic.org/wp-content/uploads/content/pubs/rb/RB_704LRRB.pdf
https://www.sofi.com/cost-of-living-in-california/

