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Joint Statement: California’s 2026-2027 Climate Budget Deal

Released September 18, 2026

Our broad coalition of housing, transit, climate, and environmental justice organizations has
worked together for two years to encourage the Legislature and this Administration to fund
community climate priorities. These priorities are critical to preventing further climate damage
while also helping address the affordability, clean air, and clean water needs of thousands of
Californians today.

The 2026-2027 budget deal locks in cuts to vital funding for California’s climate
programs, undermining the agreement made just last year in SB 840.



Recent changes to the Cap-and-Invest program made by the California Air Resources Board
significantly reduced funding for climate investments and community priorities while providing
incentives to big polluters. We are very grateful for the steadfast leadership we saw in our
champions this year: Pro Tem Limén, Senator Reyes, Senator Laird, Assemblymember
Connolly, and so many others who advocated to push back on these harmful programmatic
changes and protect funding for these critical programs.

We are thankful for the funding that was secured for clean air and clean water programs, as well
as important structural reforms to rein in administrative costs. However, we are frustrated that
the Legislature did not act to curtail the impact of recent program changes on future climate
revenue, and that the Legislature did not act to address deep cuts to affordable housing and
public transit - investments that are critical to making the lives of Californians more affordable.

Californians in every community across the state rely on access to public transit and affordable
housing. Each new fire and flood that destroys existing homes adds to the pressure on
California’s already strained affordable housing market. We will not make California more
affordable or resilient to climate change without robust, sustained investment in affordable
housing that is built close to jobs and other daily needs, and frequent and reliable public transit
service. The self-inflicted cycle of increased driving caused by lack of access to affordable
housing and public transit will continue to make these issues worse.

We look forward to working with the next governor and the legislature to address these
issues with urgency in 2027.

California must find stable funding to sustain operations at Cal Fire outside of the GGRF, while
also protecting long-term funding for all of the “Tier 3” climate investments under SB 840 that
are essential to meeting our climate justice and economic needs by investing in the affordable
housing, public transit, clean air, and clean water that our communities depend on.

Signed:

Lucia Marquez, Policy Director
Central Coast Alliance United for a Sustainable Economy (CAUSE)

Catherine Garoupa, Executive Director
Central Valley Air Quality Coalition

Carter Lavin
Transbay Coalition

Eli Lipmen
Move California

Jesus Alonso, Community Organizer and EJ Advocate



Clean Water Action

Chris Chavez, Deputy Policy Director
Coalition for Clean Air

Zack Deutsch-Gross, Executive Director
Transform

Alicia HF Sebastian, Executive Director
California Coalition for Rural Housing

Matthew Baker, Policy Director
Planning and Conservation League

Laurel Paget-Seekins, Senior Transportation Policy Advocate
Public Advocates

Lesley Beatty, Director
ClimatePlan

Lolly Lim, Sr. Program Manager of Climate Finance and Resilience
Greenlining Institute

Chloe Ames, Policy Advisor
NextGen California

Mariela Ruacho, Senior Policy Advocate
Leadership Counsel for Justice and Accountability

Heather Hood, VP & Market Leader, Northern California
Enterprise Community Partners

Jimar Wilson, VP & Market Leader, Southern California
Enterprise Community Partners

Kaya Allan Sugerman, Director of Health & Environment Programs
Physicians for Social Responsibility-Los Angeles (PSR-LA)

Cesar Aguirre, Director of Air and Climate Justice team
Central California Environmental Justice Network

Jordan Grimes, Legislative Director
Greenbelt Alliance



Adina Levin, Executive Director
Seamless Bay Area

Lauren Gallagher
Communities for a Better Environment

Andrew Dawson, Senior Policy Advocacy Manager
California Housing Partnership

Michael Pimentel, Executive Director
California Transit Association

Kevin D Hamilton, Founding Director
Medical Advocates for Healthy Air



